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“International Non-Governmental Organizations and Confronting
Digital Hate Speech:
A Comparative Legal Approach between Lebanon and a Number of
European Countries”

Prepared by:

Adib Ismail Mahfouz
Final Abstract:

Digital hate speech has evolved into a structural threat to social cohesion and human dignity in contemporary digital
environments, particularly within politically fragmented and institutionally fragile societies. This study analyzes the role of
international non-governmental organizations (INGOs) in countering digital hate speech within the framework of
international human rights law, through a comparative legal approach between Lebanon and selected European models,
notably France and Germany.

Adopting a legal-analytical methodology, the research examines the conceptual and normative foundations of digital hate
speech in international law and assesses the effectiveness of INGOs as key actors in addressing its legal, social, and digital
implications. It demonstrates that while European states have developed relatively advanced regulatory frameworks —
especially through the Digital Services Act, the German NetzDG, and independent regulatory authorities — Lebanon
continues to face legislative gaps, institutional fragmentation, and the absence of a comprehensive digital governance policy.

The study further reveals that although INGOs in Lebanon play a significant role in monitoring, advocacy, legal support, and
digital education, their impact remains constrained by weak institutional partnerships and limited formal recognition of their
strategic function.

The research concludes that an effective response to digital hate speech in Lebanon requires a multidimensional approach
combining legal reform, institutional strengthening, and rights-based digital education. It specifically recommends the
establishment of an independent national authority for digital governance, the integration of digital citizenship education into
school curricula, and the development of local Arabic technological tools for detecting and combating online hate speech.
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